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NALLAMALA TOURS

The Nallamala Hill Ranges, the border cool bed of Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh, are formed in between 14°30” — 17° Northern Latitudes
and 78° — 79° 30” Eastern Longitudes. They are the part of the Eastern
Ghats and run parallel to the Bay of Bengal — North to Southward or vice
versa. They spread from the epi-center (Srisailam) of the three regions of
Andhra Pradesh — Telangana, Andhra and Rayalaseema — in five districts of
Mahabubnagar, Nalgonda, Prakasam, Guntur and Kurnool. This area is
made as the Rajiv Gandhi Nagrjunasagar-Srisailam Tiger Reserve(NSTR),
the largest of its kind in India and the biggest forest area in Andhra Pradesh
and second largest in India. Also, it is one of the most diversified forests in
the country.

The Achampeta Forest Division of Kurnool district is the only
Telangana region that falls in the Eastern Ghats. The forest wealth of the
Achampeta Division is as the following:

Forest area of Achampeta Division

The forests of Achampeta Division are as follows:

Dense forests 62,618.98 Hectares
Open forests 1,35,503.36 !
Scrub forests 20,530.81 "
Total forests 2,18.653.15 "

Out of the forests of the Achampeta Division the Munnanuru Range
accommodates the densest forests housing about 95% of its area under
forests. The Range falls in the Upper Plot(Amrabad) of the Division. It is
the highest altitudinal Range in Telangana set at an average height of 749
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meters from the sea level thus inviting spontancous cool breezes to its area.
The entire Munnanuru Range of 50km. stretch has only 2 villages and
about a dozen Chenchu Pentas — all tribal hamlets. Numerous minor
mountain streams like Sagileru, Gundlakamma, Bhavanasi, Chandravaagu,
Neeliganga, etc. originate in these hill ranges. The river Krishna flows west
to east cutting across the Nallamala Hills along the right border of the
Munnanuru Range.

The Nallamala Forest Tour is so designed as to fall in the Munnanuru
Range of Achampeta Forest Division in Mahabubnagar District as there is
much scope to tap a variety of tourist potential, mainly the endowments of
nature. The Munnanuru Range is a part of the Rajiv Gandhi Nagarjuna
Sagar — Srisailam Tiger Reserve (NSTR), the biggest tiger reserve (3,568
Sq. km.) in the Country. It is a part of Amrabad Hills.

The tour is an all inclusive tour: it includes all types of tourism —
eco-tourism, wild life tourism, nature treks, heritage walks, adventures, water
sports, pilgrimage, forest retreats, ethnic tours, water falls, ethnic food
varieties, etc. It spreads across 40-50 km. area of thick ever green forests,
stretching from Chandrasagar to Chandragupti Pattanam.

Prataparudra Fort Trekking

One has to climb the Prataparudra fort for about 200 meters from
Talupula Kuruva or Niranjan Shavali Dargah. After passing through the
fort wall/burj/bastion or Gateway we will come across a temple. Then we
will find fresh water ponds, a royal harem and numerous house sites typical
in nature. A person with nostalgia can attest in the remains so many successive
historical phases right from Neolithic times onwards till 14® century A.D.
Thus the Prataparudrakota is an ideal site for natural trekking as well as
heritage walk.

Chenchu Life Style Museum

The Chenchulaxmi Life Style Museum attached to the Chenchulaxmi
Restaurant will entertain and educate the tourists on the life style of the
Chenchus, an aboriginal tribe. And, the Children’s Park gives further scope
to the tourists to relax with their children amidst the pristine nature and
cloudy sky. The Environmental Education Centre (a museum) showcases
the awesome remains of a variety of wild life such as tigers, antelopes, alugu,
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etc. The so called Venugopalasvami temple in the village Munnanuru, a
furlong after the Restaurant, will also create curiosity among the tourists if
they make it convenient to pay a visit to it.

Umamahesvaram Hill-Cave Temple

Enthusiastic tourists can undertake trekking through the forests for
about 2 km from Munnanur to Umamahesvaram Hill Temple wherefrom
in turn one can find the 40 km stone pathway to Jaatararevu opposite to
Srisailam; the path was in early 14* century by Madhava Nayaka of
Devarakona Velama kings. Tourists can also take a holy dip under the
Waterfalls named Rudradhaara in the vicinity of the Temple. The legends
of the underground Cave Route to Srisailam and the Tummeda Maamidi
(Bee Mango Tree) wound surprise the tourists.

Kollampenta Ethnic Walk

A multi-variety tour is Kollampenta trekking. Kollampenta and
Kommanipenta are located at a distance of 4 km from the 70 km. stone of
Munnanuru — Srisailam Road. Tourists can enjoy the thick bamboo bushes,
teak and other tall lush green trees all along the pathway to Kollampenta.
One would definitely admire the tranquilant nature and would feel wonder
at the pre-historic life-style of the primitive tribe Chenchu.

Loddi / Gundam

Loddi or Gundam is a cave — waterfall site on the right side of the way
to Srisailam or left side of the road to Hyderabad across a stream called
Chandravagu. A.P. Forest Department has already recognized the importance
of thessite. Its planned nature (watch trial) trekking for two kilometers would
lead us among the bamboo and teak woods, natural streams and ponds and a
variety of wild life such as fowls, peacocks, deers, monkeys, etc. The Trek will
be permitted in between 8 AM and 4 PM at a ticket cost of Rs. 20 per head.
A two day jaatara during the Vaisaakha Poornima (April-May) would attract
thousands of tourists from all over the State to the Gundam.

View Point

Farahabad view point is a beautiful and a rare natural edge of the
Nallamala Ranges set on a high altitude of 914 meters from the sea level.
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The carstwhile village Pulla Chelimala was developed as natural and wild
life view point by the then collector Yousufuddin in 1902 A.D. He was
revered as Farahaajaadaa for his efforts by the Nizam-VI, Mir Mahaboob
Ali Khan. Subsequently the Nizam-VI himself and Nizam-VII Mir Osman
Ali Khan constructed their Forest Resorts along with Royal Kitchen at the
place. Thus Farahabad view point hosted as Summer Resort till the end of
the Nizam Rule, i.e., up to 1948 A.D.

The Forest Jeep takes the tourists into the deep forests amidst a variety
of wild life up to view point for about one and half hours. The trip entails
one to go through serene ponds and streams, tranquillent woods, Nizam’s
buildings, Forest base camp and finally an edge of the world — View Point,
the locally called Nilagiri. The tourist, standing at the edge of the View
Point, can overlook the 1 km. downward world full of stray villages, ponds,
green belt of forests and mountain ranges. The cool breezes and over running
clouds make us delight as if we are in heaven.

Salesvaram

Deviating from Farahabad Cross Road in a distance of 15 km we
reach a Cave Waterfall — cum — Religious Site called Salesvaram. A stream
running over undulating terrain jumps from a height of 300 feet from sea
level into a huge pot like cave. Resultly a pond (Gundam) is naturally created.
On an edge of the pond and opposite to the waterfall a small shrine for
Sivalinga is constructed. Its ancestry goes back to 4" century B.C., because
the size of the bricks used here and Chandragupti Pattanam are same and
hence its greatness has been already described in the 13" chapter of Sri
Parvata Puraanam in the name of Sarvesvaram. Further folk tradition reveals
that the Maharasthra hero Sivaji took resort here during the times of his
wars in the Deccan and South India. This might be the reason why thousands
of Maharashtra people used to visit this place along with others that are well
known in the area.

Tourists would flock to Salesvaram in lakhs during the Chaitra
Poornima (First Full Moon Days during the summer) when a Jaatara (folk
festival) would be held by the local Chenchu priests for week days. Tourists
have to walk along a slope for 2 km to reach the waterfall and take delight
in the splashes under the cool waters.
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Mallelatheertham

Exactly in 8 kms. distance from Farahabad gate is Vataverlapalli. In
turn, exactly in 8 kms. distance from the latter is Mallelatheertham (meaning
jasmine waterfall), passing through Saarlapalli and Kudichintalabailu
Chenchu hamlets. After stepping down 364 steps from the terrain into
valley towards west, we find the mind-blowing beautiful waterfalls. It jumps
from the southern edge of the valley gorge from a height of about 100 feet
in three streams into a deep pond. Listening to the sound of the water falls
and taking cool baths under its splashes with joyful sounds amidst the green
tall woods make our trip a long lasting memorable event in our life. The
waterfalls created seven more ponds down stream. Enthusiasts can explore
them by walking along the banks of the stream in between the green woods
and bamboo bushes.

A legend goes that one Chandravati, daughter of emperor
Chandragupta once came here and having attracted by the beauty of the
nature state back here invoking Sivalinga with jasmine flowers (Mallelu in
Telugu); thus Sivalinga made of Arjuna log (Maddi in Telugu) came to be
known as Mallikarjuna, the chief deity of Srisailam. The Sivalinga venerated
by Chandravati can be seen at the north — eastern entrance of the water

falls.

Akkamahadevi Caves

In 8 kms from Vataverlapalli we come across a Chenchu hamlet
Raachamollabai Penta of six hurts were we can find our root culture. We
will also be thrilled by glancing at a well constructed with entrance gage in
late medieval times by Muslims rulers of Hyderabad. Tourist can take rest
for a while and observe quarrelling monkeys in the beautiful woods.

4 kms from Raachamollabai a right (south) side forest road greets us
to trek amidst green woods for 4 kms to be astonished by the beautiful view
of river Krishna logged amidst Nallmala ranges in Srisailam Project. Turn to
west you will find the rarest caves of Telangana, but you have to climb
down a high hill for about 15 minutes.

The cave complex consists of two caves, the upper cave being occupied
by 2 followers of Sri Narasimha Maharaj of Karnataka who once observed
penance here. Yearly once on Kaartika Pournami day he is carried here in
Palanquin by his followers from Srisailam on river Krishna.
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The lower cave is in the shape of X stretching four sides and the
north — western longest cave takes us to lay 108 steps (54 meters) so as to
reach naturally formed Sivalinga whom only one person can invoke at a
time. This cave can be compared with Vishnodevi Cave with exception that
the letter leads us out, but here we have to return after taking the darshan of
Sivalinga with the help of a torch light.

This cave is said to have been occupied by Akkamahadevi, a Vira
Saiva saint form Karnataka towards the closing decades of twelfth century.
She is said to have observed penance here in nude and is absorbed by Lord
Siva into himself. Her nude sculpture (hair falling upon her sexual organs)
can be seen in front of the Cave. And the episode of the sculpture of her
being absorbed into Sivalinga can be seen on wall sculptures of Srisailam.
Colonel Meckenjee collected a Jain epigraph here. Hence it appears that
the cave was previously occupied by Jains. If we go further west in river
Krishna back water for about 4 kms we find one more cave in which recently
pre-historic paintings have been identified.

This Akkamahadevi Cave appears like a naturally built house erected
on naturally formed four pillars topped by a huge long (approximately 4 x
6 x 16 yards) stone slab giving under space to a thousand people to take
shelter. The cave overlooking the Krishna back water is picturesque scene
one has to capture. The sunset scene also tempts you to snap apart from
being charmed by the sun rays’ reflections in the slow moving circle waves
of the water. One can drop in here from Srisailam also where APTDC boats
would be available 4 trips a day.

Octopus View Point

In a distance of 16 kms from Raachamollabai, the Octopus View
Point, recently constructed by A.P. Forest Department, lies a furlong right
side to the right side to the road, almost on the edge of a hill erupting out of
the back water of Krishna river. If we see from the View Point the Krishna
river back water appears as making the Nallamala hills look like Octopus in
shape. The cool air blowing from west on the stationed water will make us
children to entertain ourselves. One who has nostalgia can look for ancient
walls, forts, long bricks, etc. ancient remains of Chandragupti Pattanam, an
yet to be explored city.
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How To Reach

The base camp of the Nallamala Forest Tour is Munnanuru Check
Post for the tourists coming from Hyderabad. It is in the Hyderabad —
Srisailam Road at a distance of 137 kms. from Hyderabad and 80 kms.
from Srisailam. If anyone happens to travel in Hyderabad — Achampeta
route/bus he/she has to get down at Hajipur and proceed there from to
Munnanuru (10 km.). For every half an hour one APSRTC bus plies through
this route (to and fro). In addition, A.R. Tourism Development Corporation
buses and private vehicles will come to the comfort of tourists. After reaching
the Munnanuru Check Post the tourists will be received by the Tour
Operators in their light vehicles. The tourists who come from Srisailam —
Hyderabad route will be received at Domalapenta.

Where To Stay / Eat

The ideal source for tourists to stay is Chital Restaurant of Forest
Department. Its Vanamaalika cottages can accommodate 2 adults and 2
children each in 4 A/c cottages (Golden Shower Cottages) and 6 Non-A/c
cottages. In addition, there are budget dormitories (42 beds) and carpet
dormitories. The Sulabh Toilet Complex is ideal for toilet needs of the
tourists. The charges of the resorts are as the following:

Alc Cottage (2 adults + 2 children) 800=00 per day
Non A/c Cottage (2 adults + 2 children) 400=00 per day
Dormitory (1 person per bed) 50=00 per day
Carpet Dormitory (150 capacity) 20=00 per day
Open meeting hall 1000=00 per day

The tourists are free to have their tea, tiffin, snacks, lunch, dinner,
cool drinks, etc. at the Chital Restaurant itself or at Chenchulaxmi Restaurant
located at a distance of a furlong.

The same lodging and boarding facilities are also available at
Domalapenta Vanamaalika Restaurant, a View Point hotel for the tourists
coming from Srisailam route.
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